INTRODUCTION.

shameless brutality. In answer to her arraignment,
though well aware that denial of her guilt is not likely
to avail her much, she touchingly asserts her continence
and chastity during her past Hfe, appealing to the divine
powers in support of her asseveration, and even to that
husband from whose vindictive unreason she is suffering
so keenly. Life and honour are at stake with her; for
the former she cares nothing, now that her husband's
love has forsaken her; for the latter, more especially
that her children must be partakers in the result of the
trial, she will fight with such weapons as are in her
hands, She asks, therefore, whether before Polixenes?
visit she had ever been guilty of aught that should
invite suspicion; she points out that to him she had
shown only such love as became a lady like herself, only
such love as Leontes himself had enjoined her to show;
&he denies all knowledge of any conspiracy between
Polixenes and Camillo; she bewails the loss of her
children, her boy from whose presence she,is "barcSd,
like one infectious," her new-born girl, from her bream
"haled out to murder"; she refers to the indignities to
which she has been subjected; and closes her defence
by reiterating her indifference to life while yet so careful
of her honour, and by invoking the oracle to protect her
against condemnation upon mere surmise, against a
judgment which shall be "rigour and not law."
ie jealousy The jealousy of Leontes has been contrasted with
that of Othello; and the points are many in which the
character of the passion exhibited differs radically in the
two men. In the case of Othello, the first suspicions
are prompted by another, and fortified with a fiendish
ingenuity of suggestion and circumstantial evidence